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Beyond the mail strike 


“Thanks in large part to Congréss’ 

overwhelming aversion fo.ruffllig im- 
portant voter blocs, the. tule of láw is 
working at ‘a shamefully and dan- 
gerously low level of effectiveness. The 
mail carriers’ strike provides the most 
immediate example. There are others. 
. Congress let the-mail strike happen, 
while others: who should-have known 
better actually encouraged it. Congress 
has been playing footsie. with both-fel- 
low politicians ‘and the unions over 
President Nixon's postal reform bill, 
which would work efficiencies and 
open the way for higher pay for postal 
workers. At the same time Congress 
has been haggling for months over just 
how much the postal workers should be 
boosted over their present miserably 
inadequate pay: scale; and whether it 
should be retroactive to last Oct. 1. 

When the mailmen ‘decided to strike, 
and to break their own ozths and the 
federal law in the process, they felt 
emboldened’ by Congress’ senseless 
procrastination and also by the fact 
that everybody else’and his brother has 
becn defying the law-and getting away 
with it. While this waa the first strike at 
the federal level, the difference was not 
so obvious fo a mailman trudging 
‘about the streets of New York. When 
his fellow sérvice workers — police- 
men, firemen, garbagemien, teachers, 
motormen — struck in defiarice of the 
law, they all won their strikes and were 
excused for their trespasses in the 
bargain. “Why not us?” the mailmen 
figured, 

‘There are, of course, some good rea- 
-sons for “why not us 
state laws were one thing; 
against the federal government put the 


Redmond’s- front-line jo b 


Apparently the Board of Education is 
unanimous in its opinion that School 
Supt. James F, Redmond ghould be of- 
fered a new four-year: contract at a 
higher salgry, anid he’s willing. to. stay. 
This is good news for Chicago. 

Redmong'#" first four-year term, 
‘which ends siegt fall, has marked an 
exceedingly trying time for the 
‘schools: Acute moñey problems, grow- - 
ing militancy óm the ‘part of teachers, 
and pupils allke; racial and social un- 
rest—all have made the job of guiding 
the schools a most demanding and dif- 
ficult one. 

Redmond has by no means succeeded 
in doing all he sotout tò do, Marty of his 


whole nation in the shadow of anarchy. 
If the rule of law breaks down,at the 
federal level; the American system of 
government has-failed. 

“The law, mustbe upheld'and the pub- 
lic's vital welfare must be served: 
That is the executive branch's clear re- 
sponsibility. 

. Congress’ cbligation goes beyond 
that, , 
+. When civilians: must forfeit the right 
to strike ‘they. do, not. also forfeit the 
right. to equitable treatment; the case 
for such treatment becomes all the 
more imperative, as 

Congress:has the urgent obligation of 
enacting a fair-rate of compensation 
for the postal workers, and of dating it 
far enough back’to offset the damage 
caused by its own procrastination. 

Congress must also look forward to 
some related problems that are bear- 
ing down upon it, and which it appears 
Sadly unprepared to meet. The latest 
37-day delay of the nationwide railroad 
strike expires on April 11. Now a ni 
tionwide trucking paralysis is threat- 
ened for April 1 or shortly thereafter. 
There are other, equally devastating 
nationwide stoppages in prospect. 

In spite of fierce union pressure, Con- 
gress must ‘come -down: to’ the” grim 
business of outlawing strikes and lock- 
outs that threaten nationwide’ catast- 
rophe..-It must défine and proscribe 
Such stoppages and it must set up ma- 
chinery that will assure that the eco- 
nomic and other interests of the work- 
ers will be scrupulously protected in 
return for surrender of the strike right. 

‘These are imperatives of these 
drastically changed and changing 
times. 


plans for upgrading the quality of edu- 
cation ih the city 'háve been frustrated. 
In company withother big cities, Chi- 
cago may even have lost ground in this 
fight. But if so, little of the blame falls 
on the superintendent. He has kept a 
cool and steady-hand.on the school ad- 
ministration, through times that might 
have témpted a lesser man to leave. 

‘The reported raise would make him 
the best-paid ‘school superintendent in 
any city: We don't presume to know 
whether the reported $56,000-a-yéar fig- 
ure is too high, too low, or just right. 
But many an otherwise qualified school 
man would hesitate to take over his hot 
seat at any price. 


Those East. German cheers 


‘The meeting, between: the leaders of 
‘West and East Germany—the, first 
since Germany’s postwar divi- 
sion—produced only ong surprise. 
Crowds of East Germans in Erfurt 
‘checred for Willy Brandt,” the West 

instead of their 
Stoph. Crowds in 
the tight-disçipliñed Communist lands 
aren't supposed to act, like that. 

There's little doubt of the message in 
the- cheering. Giver half.a chance, 
most East-Germans would shed their 
Communist. chains and cast their lot 
with the West. But the demonstration 
could in the short run be more dam- 
‘aging than helpful. .Pro-Western senti- 
ment in East Germany sends shivers 
äll the way to Moscow, and its open èx- 


pression could refreeze the talks. 

As it is, the meeting between the two 
chiefs marked only a meager begin- 
ning toward breaking the ice. Official- 
1y,. the two were cordial and said the 
talks were “useful,” the diplomatic 
way of saying nothing was accom- 
plished. They agreed to meet again in 
May in West- Germany, by which.time 
East. Berlin and Moscow will-have 
weighed this new. testimony that 25 
years of Red rule isn’t enough to make 
the people like it. 

If that meeting takes place, it will 
add to the evidence’that Russia has its 
own reasons for getting chummier with 
West» Germany—reasons ‘that will 
come clearer-only: after long sessions 
of beating about-the bush 


On ‘the goldfish ‘standard 


At St Mary's University, San An- 
tonio, Tex., Roger Martinez, 19-year- 
old eophomore, swallowed 225 ‘live 
goldfish in 42 minutes and claimed 
world’s record for goldfish swallowing. 
Could it be, on the basis of that re- 
port, that’ the campuses are returning 
to ‘sanity? Are they abandoning the 
demonstratién,for the exhibition? 

Goldfish swallowing started in 1999, 
with one fish and one student, at Har- 
vard. It came-along toward the end of 
an era of many fads, most of them 
monumental tests of endurance, How 
long could people dance, sit on a fiag- 
pole, kiss, talk, rollerskate, chew gum, 
Seesaw, eat,.rock im a rocking chair, 
listen to a radio, remain buried alive? 


Quite long, in each instance, it turned 
out, though. not without dire . con- 
sequences for some of the champions 
(the champion radio listener ligtened 
for 106 hours and then went to the hos- 
pital exhausted and delirious). 

Perturbed parents and .academic 
administrators, however, should be 
warned that in the affections of their 
children and students, goldfish swal- 
lowing may never replace such fun as 
taking over the-dean’s office. The St. 
Mary's goldfish competition, despite 
the spectacular achievement of- the 
winner, attracted few swallowers or 
spectators. Something has obviously 
gone out of the old sport. We wonder 
what. 


““The bright side is, we won’t be getting as much abusive mail for a while.” 


More debate on private school aid 


The Founding Fathers never 
visualized a situation in which 
‘the cost of maintaining ‘the EILEEN GRIMMER 
public schools would tax the Hickory Hills 

citizen to the extent that he ee 

‘would be unable to exercise his These parents who choose 
Hight to'educate his children in ghe private schools instead of 
the school of his choice. the publicly financed schools 

The years have seen the pub- must surely expect and be pre- 
lic schools grow from what pared to face the cost of this 
was basically a supplement to “private” or “‘special” educa- 
tion they wish their children to 
7. Teceive. 

From being asked to support ANDREW J. BIRCH JR. 
by taxes a minimal school sys- Glen Ellyn 

tem that would assure the It- . 

eracy of all the;children of the People local Catholic 
state, the taxpayer has been churches Tae aei. with a 
enticed down the road to pay- sign claiming that Catholic 
ing for swimming pools; foot- parochial schools are “The 
ball teams, social workers, Taxpayer's Best Friend.” 
counseling ' services, driver This puzzled me. Upon in- 
education and the new state ju- vestigation I learned that these 
nior colleges. 

These programs are desir- 
able ín themselves, but wheth- 
er all taxpayèrs.owe, these’ser- 
vices to children of parents 
who are financially able to pro- 


sistent with maintaining quali- 
ty education. 


Your views 


parochial schools were in- churches having to put up such 
stituted in America not to save a misleading sign, It implies a 
the taxpayers money, but in deep malaise in the church 
obedience to the Pope's edict when it values its money more 
for Roman Catholic children to than its children's education or 
have an education permeated the law of the land. Is this a 
with Catholic values. reason why the young are re- 

Digging further, I found that Yay aakit the organized 
Bishop William E. McManus, chu 
in an address to 217 American = Skokie | A FURST 
Catholic bishops in Houston . 

Jast April, admitted that “if At its delegate assembly last 
they wanted to spend it, Catho- month the Ilinois Education 
lics have more than enough Assn. resolved not to support 
money to adequately finance public aid to nonpublic educa- 
the nation's fiscally strapped tion for reasons including the 
parochial elementary and high following: 

schools.” ‘Public aid is provided for the 
support of public education for 
all pupils to be able to attend 
school and receive the benefits 
of quality education regardless 
of financial status. 

Private and parochial 
schools’ are maintained for pu- 
pils whose parents deem some 
sort of specialized education 
necessary or advantageous for 
their child. Since they volun- 


Why then are Catholic par- 
ents being pushed to ask for 
public tax aid to teach their re- 
ligion? 

I am ashamed for these 


vide them for their chilären is 
debatable. 

Parents of children in non- 
poblic schools find themselves 
helping to send their neigh- 
bor's children to college while 
they’are hard pressed to raise 
the money for their own chil- 
dren's increasingly expensive 
tuition, Faimess would dictate 
that some share of their educa- 
tional tax money would be 
used to educate their children. 

Furtherniore’the state is not 
being’ asked to asiume finari- 
cial respoiisibility for nonpub- 
lic schools., It is only being 
askéd to purchase from non- 
public schools some of the 


‘Ballet good, audience crummy’ 


tarily waive their right for 
their children to attend public 
school, they should be respon- 
sible for tuition fees accrued 
by their own choice, 
‘Public schools are not ade- 
quately funded. Only when 
they are supported to the ex- 
tent the pupils deserve should 
we further burden already 
minimal funds for education, 
Tax monies are intended to 
provide education for all, If we 
establish precedent for public 
tunding of nonpublic schools, 
then we must be prepared to 
accept the consequences, 
Generally speaking, schools 
do not now exist with philo- 


educatidnal services inta few 
of the.subject areas which are 
common: to both school sys- 
tems. 

Both public and nonpublic 
schools have contributed to the 


Recently we went t6 the ballet. While the audience warmly 
received and applauded the dancers throughout the program, I 
was fit to be tied by the rudeness of the audience at the end of 
the evening. 

Before the curtain was down, at least one-third of the people 
on the first floor were in the aisle on their way to the exits, I 
saw no difference in this rudeness and that foisted upon Hu- 


Yophies contrary to American 
constitutional ideals, However, 
given a precedent for state and 
federal aid to nonpublic 
schools, any fringe on the left 
or the right could establish 
schools for the dissemination 


greatness of this ‘country and 
both are truly needed in these 
troubled times. Common sense 
demands that all schools 
-receive the help: they 
to do the'job of educating 
‘our children at the lowest pos- 
sible cost to the taxpayer icon- ` 


bert Humphrey at Amherst. 


manners to the performers. 


theater. 
Hinsdale 


‘Hebrew schools are not doing their 


Í was dismayed to read the’ 


I don't think that the etxra five or ten,minutes that one 
might wait atthe garage to get one’s car justifies such poor 


With such crummy manners, Chicago deserves crummy 


of their particular beliefs. 

‘They are of course free to do 
so now, but do we-want to fos- 
ter their establishment with 
public monies? 

JOHN M. GERMAINE 

Oak Brook 


job’ 


Both of these men are an asset 


DOLORES A. CIZEK 


comment of James Parks (Let- 
ters). and his “remarks upon 
the quality of Hebrew school 
education. My argument is not 
directed against his views on 
government subsidization of 
Parochial schools. What I take 
exception to is his naivete in 
regard to the success of the 
Hebrew school in instilling the 
proper religious values in its 
products. 

As a man who teaches in a 
Hebrew school, whose lfe's 
Work is and wilf be in-the field 
of Jewish education, I question 
the success of the Hebrew 
school when 1 read thét 30 per 
ceñt of all hippies are Jewish, 


groping for the values that 
were supposedly instilled in 
them; when I see the large 
amount of intermarriage that 
plagues the Jewish society; 
when I see the mass ignorance 
of even a minimal amount of 
Biblical knowledge, not to 
mention the Talmud; and 
when I read reports that less 
than 20 per cent of the Jewish 
populace attend synagog once 
a week. 

Parks and all parents should 
not make the mistake of think- 


Carswell and law and ‘order 


President Nixon and Atty. Gen. Mitchell have the audacity 
to ask that forced submission to blood, saliva and urine tests 
and fingerprinting be made legal without a strong presump- 
tion of an individual's guilt. 

All this is requested in the name of “law and order.” 

How, then, do they reconcile their determination to seat G. 
Harrold Carswell, a mediocrity at best, on the highest court in 
our land with this pursuit of abolishing crime? 

Is the path to “law and order” paved with political payotts, 
or are we to believe that nowhere in the Southern part of the 


United States is there a conservative Republican federal judge , 


with the brilliance and wisdom which would make him a Su- 
preme Court justice citizens of all ages could respect? 
Wilmette ONNIE POLIN 


“the small society 


Letters must carry the writer's complete address. Names 
withheld upon request. Letters are subject to condensation. 


to your organization, 

‘The harvest from your work 
has been great. The blood do- 
nors at St. Xavier College 
turned out in huge numbers, 
people are going to various 
blood banks to donate blood for 
our boys, plus the heart-warm- 
ing story your paper has run 
about A. M. Steigerwald don- 
ating $00 to our family's 


ing that a five-hour a week 
cram course in Judaism can 
possibly instill all or 
significant portion of the ideals 
and values of Judaism in their 
children. Only an intensive day 
school program can provide 


‘hat. MICHAEL MYERS needs. 
Chicago MR, and MRS, CHARLES 
g Chicago F. CORRIGAN 
Family thanks aan NOTE: Fé 
i Four 
blood donors of the Corrigan’s children 


Your newspaper recently have hemophilia. 
covered a great event in the 
life of the Corrigan family. On 
this day the St. Xavier College 
alumni association sponsored a 
Corrigan Brothers Blood Re- 
placement Day. 

James Kloss, one of your re- 
porters, did a very excellent 
piece of journalism and Ed- 
mund Jarecki did an out- 
standing bit of photography un- 
der difficult circumstances. 


Politicians show 


way to save $ 

After an election which re- 
sulted in strengthening both 11- 
linois political machines, there 
was only one consolation: Per- 
haps as an economy move 
primary elections may now be 
eliminated altogether. 


Chicago H.J. OETTINGER 


in all our ills’ 


have been searching more and 
more hungrily for thrills: sex, 
drugs, crime, hedonism, 
unrestrained emotionality — 
any source of stimulation. Con- 
clusion? They are bored to 
death. 

The individual today is not 
responsible for his own fate. 
Society takes care of him as 
long as he follows orders, 
Nothing he does is really im- 
portant — unless he does 
something wild that is not 
sanctioned by society. Which 
may be exactly why so many 
people today are doing wild 
things. 

‘THEODORE J. KACZYNSKI 

Lombard 


‘Society at fault 


I suggest the following as a 
partial explanation for the rise 
in drug abuse. For the last 
decade or so, people seem to 


‘BKicK mas 


Adrift in 
a sea of 
social needs 


By Carl T. Rowan it 


WASHINGTON — The Agri 
culture Department çan tell u 
exactly how many pounds o 
beef of bushels of carn ate pro 
duced, But no one Knows pre 
cisely how many Americans ge 
to bed hungry at night, 7 

We have become remarkably 
skillful at transplanting hearts 
But no one seems to-have the 
remotest idea how to provide 
adequate, reasonably price 
medical care for’ all Ameri: 
cans, or to rectify a situatior 
where 13 countries have lowes 
infant mortality rates than 
ours, the richest society in the 
world. 


We claim the ability to aceu- 
rately hurl a missile thou- 
sands of miles to three pr four 
separate targets, But Presi- 
dent Nixon tells us that we 
haven't the faintest notion oi 
the most efficient way to teach 
disadvantaged children. tinó 
might want to stop spending 
more money until we find out, 


THESE ARE some of the 
grim contradictions of? a 
Society beset 

by some 

frightening 

human prob- 

lems because 

it is so techni- 

cally ad 

vanced and 

socially back- 

ward. 


Now, when 
so many 
people are talking about what 
our national priorities ought to 
be once the Vietnam War is 
over, 1s the time for us to take 
an honest look at the makings 
of that dilemma, 


‘This is not to say that we are 
certain to get a huge monetary 
windfall from Vietnam. The 
defense establishment and 
other traditional money-grab- 
bers have already staked out 
claims to most of the’ funds 
now being poured into that 
war, 

But what worries some 
people is that, even if we.got 
‘windfall, we Would lack an ade- 
quate system for allocating it 
wisely to social needs, 


Joseph A, Califano Jr, a 
Washington attorney who used 
to be President Johnson's spe- 
cial assistant dealtig largely 
with social problems, put it 
bluntly: 

“The bases of recommen- 
dations by an American Cabi- 
net officer on whether to begin, 
eliminate or expand vast Social 
programs more clearly resem- 
bles the intuitive judgment of 
a benevolent tribal chief in re- 
mote Africa than the elabo- 
rate, sophisticated data with 
which the secretary of defense 
supports a major new weapons 
system.” 


AN ILLUSTRATION ot this 
occurred when Mr. Johnson 
asked Califano how many able- 
bodied Americans were living 
off the welfare dole. It took the 
Department of Health, Educa- 
tion and Welfare days to pro- 
vide-an answer although it had 
been battered for years with 
allegations that the welfare 
rolls were a haven for millions 
of lazy no-goodniks, 

„HEW produced a surprising 
réport that fewer’ than 500,000 
of the almost 10 million people 
on welfare could be classed as 
“able-bodied.” 


It is this kind of data that 15 
vital as Congress decides 
whether to approve a guaran- 
teed annual wage and other 
vast reforms in the welfare sys- 
tem, 


SEN. Walter F, Mondale (D- 
Minn.) has been arguing for 
three years that this coiintry 
cannot afford to make social, 
economic and educational pol- 
icies on the basis of old myths 
and shibboleths, or the: prej- 
udices and predilections of 
whatever White House’ aide 
manages to get the most 
memos to the President. 


Mondale is sponsoring a, bil! 

that would create a Council of 
Social Advisers to the Presi- 
dent, generally akin to the 
Council of Economic Advisers 
or the National Security Coun- 
cil. It would prepare an annual 
report on the social state of the 
nation, ensuring that the es} 
tial statistics, studies, social 
indicators are available for. es- 
tablishing sane national pior: 
ties. 
Some witnesses maintain 
that these indicators would be 
the catalysts that prompt and 
provoke the programs needed 
to deal with problems like, di- 
vorce, racial tension, popu- 
Tation growth, drug abuse. - 

The cynics and defeatists 
may say that it is not really 
possible to develop reliable, ef 
fective social indicators, But 
wisdom seems to lie with.the 
Senate subcommittee witiess 
who sald: “How stupid it yould 
bbe not to make the effort.” 


